


Apam anp Eve
Version 2007.06.19.21.32.09

Excerpted from Tre Legends of the Jews, volume 1, by
Louis Ginzberg, translated from the German manuscript
by Henrietta Szold.

Original chapter title: “Adam”

Front cover art:

Lucas Cranach the Elder—Paradise (detail)

Back cover art:

Paul Gauguin—%ere Do We Come From? Who Are We?
Where Are We Going?

Scan of Paul Gauguin’s Breton Eve courtesy of MyStudios

(www.mystudios.com).

A Crud Factory e-booklet

www.crudfactory.com

Table of Contents

Man and the World, 3

The Angels and the Creation of Man, 8
The Creation of Adam, 11
The Soul of Man, 13

The Ideal Man, 18

The Fall of Satan, 22

Woman, 25

Adam and Eve in Paradise, 34
The Fall of Man, 38

The Punishment, 44

Sabbath in Heaven, 56
Adam’s Repentance, 61

The Book of Raziel, 65

The Sickness of Adam, 70
Eve’s Story of the Fall, 73
The Death of Adam, 78

The Death of Eve, 82



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucas_Cranach_the_Elder
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Lucas_Cranach_d._%c4._035.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Gauguin
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Paul_Gauguin_142.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Paul_Gauguin_142.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Gauguin
http://www.mystudios.com/art/post/gauguin/gauguin-breton-eve-1889.html
http://www.mystudios.com/
http://www.mystudios.com/
http://www.crudfactory.com/
http://www.crudfactory.com/

MAN AND THE WORLD
ITH ten Sayings God
created the world,
although a single
Saying would have suf-
ficed. God desired to make known how
severe is the punishment to be meted
out to the wicked, who destroy a world
created with as many as ten Sayings, and
how goodly the reward destined for the
righteous, who preserve a world created
with as many as ten Sayings.
HE world was made for man,
though he was the last-comer
amonyg its creatures. This was design.
He was to find all things ready for him.
God was the host who prepared dainty s
dishes, set the table, and then led His L e

guest to his seat. At the same time man’s
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late appearance on earth is to convey an
admonition to humility. Let him beware
of being proud, lest he invite the retort
that the gnat is older than he.

HE superiority of man to the other

creatures is apparent in the very
manner of his creation, altogether dif-
ferent from theirs. He is the only one
who was created by the hand of God.
The rest sprang from the word of God.
The body of man is a microcosm, the
whole world in miniature, and the
world in turn is a reflex of man. The
hair upon his head corresponds to the
woods of the earth, his tears to a river,
his mouth to the ocean. Also, the world
resembles the ball of his eye: the ocean
that encircles the earth is like unto the
white of the eye, the dry land is the iris,

Jerusalem the pupil, and the Temple
the image mirrored in the pupil of the
eye. But man is more than a mere image
of this world. He unites both heavenly
and earthly qualities within himself.

In four he resembles the angels, in four
the beasts. His power of speech, his dis-
criminating intellect, his upright walk,
the glance of his eye—they all make an
angel of him. But, on the other hand, he
eats and drinks, secretes the waste mat-
ter in his body, propagates his kind, and
dies, like the beast of the field. Therefore
God said before the creation of man:
“The celestials are not propagated, but
they are immortal; the beings on earth
are propagated, but they die. I will cre-
ate man to be the union of the two, so
that when he sins, when he behaves




like a beast, death shall overtake him;
but if he refrains from sin, he shall live
forever” God now bade all beings in
heaven and on earth contribute to the
creation of man, and He Himself took
part in it. Thus they all will love man,
and if he should sin, they will be inter-
ested in his preservation.
6HE whole world naturally was cre-
ated for the pious, the God-fearing
man, whom Israel produces with the
helpful guidance of the law of God
revealed to him. It was, therefore,
Israel who was taken into special con-
sideration at the time man was made.
All other creatures were instructed to
change their nature, if Israel should
ever need their help in the course of his
history. The sea was ordered to divide

before Moses, and the heavens to give
ear to the words of the leader; the sun
and the moon were bidden to stand
still before Joshua, the ravens to feed
Elijah, the fire to spare the three youths
in the furnace, the lion to do no harm to
Daniel, the fish to spew forth Jonah, and
the heavens to open before Ezekiel.

N His modesty, God took counsel

with the angels, before the creation
of the world, regarding His intention of
making man. He said: “For the sake of
Israel, I will create the world. As I shall
make a division between light and dark-
ness, so I will in time to come do for
Israel in Egypt—thick darkness shall be
over the land, and the children of Israel
shall have light in their dwellings; as I
shall make a separation between the




waters under the firmament and the
waters above the firmament, so I will
do for Israel—I will divide the waters
for him when he crosses the Red Sea;

as on the third day I shall create plants,
so I will do for Israel—I will bring forth
manna for him in the wilderness; as I
shall create luminaries to divide day
from night, so I will do for Israel—I will
go before him by day in a pillar of cloud
and by night in a pillar of fire; as I shall
create the fowl of the air and the fishes
of the sea, so I will do for Israel—I will
bring quails for him from the sea; and as
I shall breathe the breath of life into the
nostrils of man, so I will do for Israel—I
will give the Torah unto him, the tree of
life” The angels marvelled that so much
love should be lavished upon this peo-

ple of Israel, and God told them: “On
the first day of creation, I shall make
the heavens and stretch them out; so
will Israel raise up the Tabernacle as the
dwelling-place of My glory. On the sec-
ond day, I shall put a division between
the terrestrial waters and the heavenly
waters; so will he hang up a veil in the
Tabernacle to divide the Holy Place

and the Most Holy. On the third day,

I shall make the earth put forth grass
and herb; so will he, in obedience to My
commands, eat herbs on the first night
of the Passover, and prepare showbread
for Me. On the fourth day, I shall make
the luminaries; so will he make a golden
candlestick for Me. On the fifth day, I
shall create the birds; so will he fashion
the cherubim with outstretched wings.




On the sixth day, I shall create man; so
will Israel set aside a man of the sons of
Aaron as high priest for My service.
H CCORDINGLY, the whole of cre-
ation was conditional. God said
to the things He made on the first six
days: “If Israel accepts the Torah, you
will continue and endure; otherwise, I

shall turn everything back into chaos
again” The whole world was thus kept in

suspense and dread until the day of the
revelation on Sinai, when Israel received
and accepted the Torah, and so fulfilled
the condition made by God at the time
when He created the universe.

William Blake— The Ancient 17’ Days
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TaEe ANGELS AND THE CREATION
or Man
N) OD in His wisdom having
resolved to create man, He
asked counsel of all around
Him before He proceeded
to execute His purpose—an example
to man, be he never so great and dis-
tinguished, not to scorn the advice
of the humble and lowly. First God
called upon heaven and earth, then
upon all other things He had created,

and last upon the angels.

HE angels were not all of one

opinion. The Angel of Love
favored the creation of man, because
he would be affectionate and loving;
but the Angel of Truth opposed it,
because he would be full of lies. And

AR .
Welliam Bla/@—Am/Wtﬁe{Rth‘h Adam and Eve
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while the Angel of Justice favored it,
because he would practice justice, the
Angel of Peace opposed it, because he
would be quarrelsome.
@O invalidate his protest, God cast
the Angel of Truth down from
heaven to earth, and when the others
cried out against such contemptuous
treatment of their companion, He said,

“Truth will spring back out of the earth”

HE objections of the angels would

have been much stronger, had they
known the whole truth about man. God
had told them only about the pious, and
had concealed from them that there
would be reprobates among mankind,
too. And yet, though they knew but
half the truth, the angels were never-
theless prompted to cry out: “What is

man, that Thou art mindful of him?
And the son of man, that Thou visitest
him?” God replied: “The fowl of the air
and the fish of the sea, what were they
created for? Of what avail a larder full
of appetizing dainties, and no guest to
enjoy them?” And the angels could not
but exclaim: “O Lord, our Lord, how
excellent is Thy name in all the earth!
Do as is pleasing in Thy sight”
FOR not a few of the angels their
opposition bore fatal conse-
quences. When God summoned the
band under the archangel Michael, and
asked their opinion on the creation of
man, they answered scornfully: “What
is man, that Thou art mindful of him?
And the son of man, that Thou visitest
him?” God thereupon stretched forth




His little finger, and all were consumed
by fire except their chief Michael. And
the same fate befell the band under the
leadership of the archangel Gabriel; he
alone of all was saved from destruction.
HE third band consulted was com-
manded by the archangel Labbiel.
Taught by the horrible fate of his pre-
decessors, he warned his troop: “You
have seen what misfortune overtook
the angels who said “What is man, that
Thou art mindful of him?’ Let us have
a care not to do likewise, lest we suffer
the same dire punishment. For God will
not refrain from doing in the end what
He has planned. Therefore it is advis-
able for us to yield to His wishes” Thus
warned, the angels spoke: “Lord of the
world, it is well that Thou hast thought

of creating man. Do Thou create him
according to Thy will. And as for us,
we will be his attendants and his minis-
ters, and reveal unto him all our secrets”
Thereupon God changed

Labbiel's name to Raphael,% -
the Rescuer, because his . W
host of angels had been

rescued by his sage advice.

He was appointed the

Angel of Healing, who

has in his safe-keeping

all the celestial remedies,

the types of the medical

remedies used on earth.

Viktgr Vasnetsov— Seraph
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Tae CREATION oF ApAm
HEN at last the assent
of the angels to the cre-

ation of man was given,

God said to Gabriel:
“Go and fetch Me dust from the four
corners of the earth, and I will create
man therewith” Gabriel went forth
to do the bidding of the Lord, but the
earth drove him away, and refused to
let him gather up dust from it. Gabriel
remonstrated: “Why, O Earth, dost
thou not hearken unto the voice of
the Lord, who founded thee upon the
waters without props or pillars?” The
earth replied, and said: “I am destined
to become a curse, and to be cursed
through man, and if God Himself does
not take the dust from me, no one else

Michelmﬁeio— The Creation ?’Adam

shall ever do it” When God heard this,
He stretched out His hand, took of the
dust of the ground, and created the
first man therewith. Of set purpose the
dust was taken from all four corners

of the earth, so that if a man from the
east should happen to die in the west,
or a man from the west in the east, the
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earth should not dare refuse to receive
the dead, and tell him to go whence he
was taken. Wherever a man chances to
die, and wheresoever he is buried, there
will he return to the earth from which
he sprang. Also, the dust was of various
colors—red, black, white, and green—
red for the blood, black for the bow-
els, white for the bones and veins, and
green for the pale skin.
H T this early moment the Torah
interfered. She addressed her-
self to God: “O Lord of the world! The
world is Thine, Thou canst do with it
as seemeth good in Thine eyes. But the
man Thou art now creating will be few
of days and full of trouble and sin. If
it be not Thy purpose to have forbear-

ance and patience with
him, it were better not to
call him into being.” God
replied, “Is it for naught I
am called long-suffering
and merciful?”

HE grace and lov-

ingkindness of God
revealed themselves par-
ticularly in His taking one
spoonful of dust from the
spot where in time to come
the altar would stand, say-
ing, “I shall take man from
the place of atonement,
that he may endure”

y < -
Hubert van E )/ck — Adame
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Tae Sour or MAN
HE care which God exer-
cised in fashioning every
detail of the body of man
is as naught in comparison
with His solicitude for the human soul.
The soul of man was created on the
first day, for it is the spirit of God mov-
ing upon the face of the waters. Thus,
instead of being the last, man is really
the first work of creation.
HIS spirit, or, to call it by its usual
name, the soul of man, possesses

five different powers. By means of one
of them she escapes from the body
every night, rises up to heaven, and
fetches new life thence for man.

I'TH the soul of Adam the
souls of all the generations of

men were created. They are stored
up in a promptuary, in the seventh
of the heavens, whence they are
drawn as they are needed for human
body after human body.
HE soul and body of man are
united in this way: When a
woman has conceived, the Angel of the
Night, Lailah, carries the sperm before
God, and God decrees what manner
of human being shall become of it—
whether it shall be male or female,
strong or weak, rich or poor, beauti-
tul or ugly, long or short, fat or thin,
and what all its other qualities shall
be. Piety and wickedness alone are
left to the determination of man him-
self. Then God makes a sign to the
angel appointed over the souls, saying,




“Bring Me the soul so-and-so, which is
hidden in Paradise, whose name is so-
and-so, and whose form is so-and-so”
The angel brings the designated soul,
and she bows down when she appears
in the presence of God, and prostrates
herself before Him. At that moment,
God issues the command, “Enter this
sperm” The soul opens her mouth,

and pleads: “O Lord of the world! I am
well pleased with the world in which I
have been living since the day on which
Thou didst call me into being. Why
dost Thou now desire to have me enter
this impure sperm, I who am holy and
pure, and a part of Thy glory?” God
consoles her: “The world which I shall
cause thee to enter is better than the
world in which thou hast lived hith-

erto, and when I created thee, it was
only for this purpose” The soul is then
forced to enter the sperm against her
will, and the angel carries her back to
the womb of the mother. Two angels
are detailed to watch that she shall not
leave it, nor drop out of it, and a light is
set above her, whereby the soul can see
from one end of the world to the other.
In the morning an angel carries her to
Paradise, and shows her the righteous,
who sit there in their glory, with crowns
upon their heads. The angel then says
to the soul, “Dost thou know who these
are?” She replies in the negative, and
the angel goes on: “These whom thou
beholdest here were formed, like unto
thee, in the womb of their mother.
When they came into the world, they

14




observed God’s Torah and His com-
mandments. Therefore they became the
partakers of this bliss which thou seest
them enjoy. Know, also thou wilt one
day depart from the world below, and
if thou wilt observe God’s Torah, then
wilt thou be found worthy of sitting
with these pious ones. But if not, thou
wilt be doomed to the other place’

N the evening, the angel takes

the soul to hell, and there points
out the sinners whom the Angels of
Destruction are smiting with fiery
scourges, the sinners all the while
crying out Woe! Woe! but no mercy
is shown unto them. The angel then
questions the soul as before, “Dost thou
know who these are?” and as before

the reply is negative. The angel contin-
ues: “These who are consumed with
fire were created like unto thee. When
they were put into the world, they did
not observe God’s Torah and His com-
mandments. Therefore have they come
to this disgrace which thou seest them
suffer. Know, thy destiny is also to
depart from the world. Be just, there-
fore, and not wicked, that thou mayest
gain the future world”
:BETWEEN morning and evening
the angel carries the soul around,
and shows her where she will live
and where she will die, and the place
where she will buried, and he takes her
through the whole world, and points
out the just and the sinners and all

15




things. In the evening, he replaces her
in the womb of the mother, and there
she remains for nine months.

HEN the time arrives for her to

emerge from the womb into the
open world, the same angel addresses
the soul, “The time has come for thee to
go abroad into the open world” The soul
demurs, “Why dost thou want to make

Aleksander Kotsis— other Died

me go forth into the open world?” The
angel replies: “Know that as thou wert
formed against thy will, so now thou
wilt be born against thy will, and against
thy will thou shalt die, and against thy
will thou shalt give account of thyself
before the King of kings, the Holy One,
blessed be He” But the soul is reluctant
to leave her place. Then the angel fil-
lips the babe on the nose, extinguishes
the light at his head, and brings him
forth into the world against his will.
Immediately the child forgets all his
soul has seen and learnt, and he comes
into the world crying, for he loses a
place of shelter and security and rest.
HEN the time arrives for man to
quit this world, the same angel
appears and asks him, “Dost thou rec-
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ognize me?” And man replies, “Yes; but

why dost thou come to me to-day, and

thou didst come on no other day?” The

angel says, “To take thee away from the

world, for the time of thy departure has

arrived” Then man falls to weeping, and

his voice penetrates to all ends of the

world, yet no creature hears his voice,

except the cock alone. Man remon-

strates with the angel, “From two worlds

thou didst take me, and into this world

thou didst bring me” But the angel

reminds him: “Did I not tell thee that

thou wert formed against thy will, and

thou wouldst be born against thy will,

and against thy will thou wouldst die?

And against thy will thou wilt have to

give account and reckoning of thyself |
before the Holy One, blessed be He” Hans Sebaldd Geham— Adam and Eve
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Tae IpDEaL MAN
IKE all creatures formed
on the six days of creation,
Adam came from the hands
of the Creator fully and com-
pletely developed. He was not like a
child, but like a man of twenty years
of age. The dimensions of his body
were gigantic, reaching from heaven
to earth, or, what amounts to the same,
from east to west. Among later gen-
erations of men, there were but few
who in a measure resembled Adam
in his extraordinary size and phys-
ical perfections. Samson possessed
his strength, Saul his neck, Absalom
his hair, Asahel his fleetness of foot,
Uzziah his forehead, Josiah his nostrils,
Zedekiah his eyes, and Zerubbabel his

voice. History shows that these phys-
ical excellencies were no blessings to
many of their possessors; they invited
the ruin of almost all. Samson’s extraor-
dinary strength caused his death; Saul
killed himself by cutting his neck with
his own sword; while speeding swiftly,
Asahel was pierced by Abner’s spear;
Absalom was caught up by his hair in
an oak, and thus suspended met his
death; Uzziah was smitten with leprosy
upon his forehead; the darts that killed
Josiah entered through his nostrils, and
Zedekiah’s eyes were blinded.

HE generality of men inherited as

little of the beauty as of the por-
tentous size of their first father. The
fairest women compared with Sarah are
as apes compared with a human being.

18




Sarah’s relation to Eve is the same, and,
again, Eve was but as an ape compared
with Adam. His person was so hand-
some that the very sole of his foot
obscured the splendor of the sun.
BIS spiritual qualities kept pace
with his personal charm, for

God had fashioned his soul with par-
ticular care. She is the image of God,
and as God fills the world, so the soul
fills the human body; as God sees all
things, and is seen by none, so the
soul sees, but cannot be seen; as God
guides the world, so the soul guides the
body; as God in His holiness is pure,
so is the soul; and as God dwells in
secret, so doth the soul.

HEN God was about to put a

soul into Adam’s clod-like body,

He said: “At which point shall I breathe
the soul into him? Into the mouth?
Nay, for he will use it to speak ill of
his fellow-man. Into the eyes? With
them he will wink lustfully. Into the
ears? They will hearken to slander and
blasphemy. I will breathe her into his
nostrils; as they discern the unclean and
reject it, and take in the fragrant, so the
pious will shun sin, and will cleave to
the words of the Torah”

HE perfections of Adam’s soul

showed themselves as soon as he
received her, indeed, while he was still
without life. In the hour that inter-
vened between breathing a soul into the
first man and his becoming alive, God
revealed the whole history of mankind
to him. He showed him each genera-

19




tion and its leaders; each generation
and its prophets; each generation and
its teachers; each generation and its
scholars; each generation and its states-
men; each generation and its judges;
each generation and its pious mem-
bers; each generation and its average,
commonplace members; and each gen-
eration and its impious members. The
tale of their years, the number of their
days, the reckoning of their hours, and
the measure of their steps, all were
made known unto him.
OF his own free will Adam relin-
quished seventy of his allotted
years. His appointed span was to be a
thousand years, one of the Lord’s days.
But he saw that only a single minute of
life was apportioned to the great soul
of David, and he made a gift of seventy

years to her, reducing his own years to
nine hundred and thirty.

HE wisdom of Adam displayed

itself to greatest advantage when
he gave names to the animals. Then it
appeared that God, in combating the
arguments of the angels that opposed
the creation of man, had spoken well,
when He insisted that man would pos-

sess more wisdom than they themselves.

When Adam was barely an hour old,
God assembled the whole world of ani-
mals before him and the angels. The
latter were called upon to name the dif-
terent kinds, but they were not equal to
the task. Adam, however, spoke with-
out hesitation: “O Lord of the world!
The proper name for this animal is ox,
for this one horse, for this one lion,

for this one camel” And so he called

20




all in turn by name, suiting the name him, especially the art of writing, and

to the peculiarity of the animal. Then he was the inventor of all the seventy
God asked him what his name was to languages. And still another task he
be, and he said Adam, because he had accomplished for his descendants. God
been created out of Adamah, dust of showed Adam the whole earth, and
the earth. Again, God asked him His Adam designated what places were to
own name, and he said: “Adonai, Lord, be settled later by men, and what places
because Thou art Lord over all crea- were to remain waste.
tures”—the very name God had given
unto Himself, the name by which the
angels call Him, the name that will
remain immutable evermore. But with-
out the gift of the holy spirit, Adam
could not have found names for all; he
was in very truth a prophet, and his wis-
dom a prophetic quality.
HE names of the animals were
not the only inheritance handed
down by Adam to the generations after
him, for mankind owes all crafts to William Blake— Elotim Creating Adame
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TaE FALL OF SATAN
HE extraordinary quali-
ties with which Adam was
blessed, physical and spir-
itual as well, aroused the
envy of the angels. They attempted to
consume him with fire, and he would
have perished, had not the protect-
ing hand of God rested upon him, and
established peace between him and the
heavenly host. In particular, Satan was
jealous of the first man, and his evil
thoughts finally led to his fall. After
Adam had been endowed with a soul,
God invited all the angels to come and
pay him reverence and homage. Satan,
the greatest of the angels in heaven,
with twelve wings, instead of six like all
the others, refused to pay heed to the

Gustave Dové— Satan

behest of God, saying, “Thou didst cre-
ate us angels from the splendor of the



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Dore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:GustaveDoreParadiseLostSatanProfile.jpg

Shekinah, and now Thou dost com-
mand us to cast ourselves down before
the creature which Thou didst fash-
ion out of the dust of the ground!” God
answered, “Yet this dust of the ground
has more wisdom and understand-
ing than thou” Satan demanded a trial
of wit with Adam, and God assented
thereto, saying: “I have created beasts,
birds, and reptiles, I shall have them
all come before thee and before Adam.
If thou art able to give them names, I
shall command Adam to show honor
unto thee, and thou shalt rest next to
the Shekinah of My glory. But if not,
and Adam calls them by the names I
have assigned to them, then thou wilt
be subject to Adam, and he shall have
a place in My garden, and cultivate

it” Thus spake God, and He betook
Himself to Paradise, Satan following
Him. When Adam beheld God, he said
to his wife, “O come, let us worship and
bow down; let us kneel before the Lord
our Maker” Now Satan attempted to
assign names to the animals. He failed
with the first two that presented them-
selves, the ox and the cow. God led two
others before him, the camel and the
donkey, with the same result. Then God
turned to Adam, and questioned him
regarding the names of the same ani-
mals, framing His questions in such
wise that the first letter of the first
word was the same as the first letter of
the name of the animal standing before
him. Thus Adam divined the proper

name, and Satan was forced to acknowl-
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edge the superiority of the first man.
Nevertheless he broke out in wild out-
cries that reached the heavens, and he
refused to do homage unto Adam as

he had been bidden. The host of angels
led by him did likewise, in spite of the

urgent representations of Michael,

who was the first to prostrate himself
before Adam in order to show a good
example to the other angels. Michael
addressed Satan: “Give adoration to
the image of God! But if thou doest it
not, then the Lord God will break out
in wrath against thee” Satan replied:
“If He breaks out in wrath against me,
I will exalt my throne above the stars
of God, I will be like the Most High!”
At once God flung Satan and his host
out of heaven, down to the earth, and

from that moment dates the enmity
between Satan and man.
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Woman

HEN Adam opened
his eyes the first time,
and beheld the world

, about him, he broke
into praise of God, “How great are Thy

'))

works, O Lord!

But his admiration

for the world surrounding him did not
exceed the admiration all creatures con-
ceived for Adam. They took him to be
their creator, and they all came to offer
him adoration. But he spoke: “Why do
you come to worship me? Nay, you and
I together will acknowledge the majesty
and the might of Him who hath created
us all. “The Lord reigneth,” he contin-
“He is apparelled with majesty.”
ND not alone the creatures on
earth, even the angels thought

ued,
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Adam the lord of all, and they were
about to salute him with “Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord of hosts,” when
God caused sleep to fall upon him,
and then the angels knew that he
was but a human being.
HE purpose of the sleep that
enfolded Adam was to give him
a wife, so that the human race might
develop, and all creatures recognize
the difference between God and man.
When the earth heard what God had
resolved to do, it began to tremble and
quake. “T have not the strength,’ it said,
“to provide food for the herd of Adam’s
descendants” But God pacified it with
the words, “I and thou together, we will
find food for the herd” Accordingly,

time was divided between God and the

earth; God took the night, and the earth
took the day. Refreshing sleep nour-
ishes and strengthens man, it affords
him life and rest, while the earth brings
forth produce with the help of God,
who waters it. Yet man must work the
earth to earn his food.

HE Divine resolution to bestow

a companion on Adam met the
wishes of man, who had been overcome
by a feeling of isolation when the ani-
mals came to him in pairs to be named.
To banish his loneliness, Lilith was first
given to Adam as wife. Like him she
had been created out of the dust of the
ground. But she remained with him
only a short time, because she insisted
upon enjoying full equality with her
husband. She derived her rights from
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their identical origin. With the help

of the Ineffable Name, which she pro-
nounced, Lilith flew away from Adam,
and vanished in the air. Adam com-
plained before God that the wife He had
given him had deserted him, and God
sent forth three angels to capture her.
They found her in the Red Sea, and they
sought to make her go back with the
threat that, unless she went, she would
lose a hundred of her demon children
daily by death. But Lilith preferred this
punishment to living with Adam. She
takes her revenge by injuring babes—
baby boys during the first night of their
lifte, while baby girls are exposed to her
wicked designs until they are twenty
days old. The only way to ward off the

evil is to attach an amulet bearing the
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names of her three angel captors to the
children, for such had been the agree-
ment between them.
HE woman destined to become
the true companion of man was
taken from Adam’s body, for “only
when like is joined unto like the union
is indissoluble” The creation of woman
from man was possible because Adam
originally had two faces, which were
separated at the birth of Eve.
HEN God was on the point of
making Eve, He said: “I will not
make her from the head of man, lest she
carry her head high in arrogant pride;
not from the eye, lest she be wanton-
eyed; not from the ear, lest she be an
eavesdropper; not from the neck, lest
she be insolent; not from the mouth,

lest she be a tattler; not from the heart,
lest she be inclined to envy; not from
the hand, lest she be a meddler; not
from the foot, lest she be a gadabout. I
will form her from a chaste portion of
the body;” and to every limb and organ
as He formed it, God said, “Be chaste!
Be chaste!” Nevertheless, in spite of the
great caution used, woman has all the
faults God tried to obviate. The daugh-
ters of Zion were haughty and walked
with stretched forth necks and wan-
ton eyes; Sarah was an eavesdropper
in her own tent, when the angel spoke
with Abraham; Miriam was a tale-
bearer, accusing Moses; Rachel was
envious of her sister Leah; Eve put out
her hand to take the forbidden fruit,
and Dinah was a gadabout.

28




HE physical formation of woman

is far more complicated than that
of man, as it must be for the function of
child-bearing, and likewise the intelli-
gence of woman matures more quickly
than the intelligence of man. Many
of the physical and psychical differ-
ences between the two sexes must be
attributed to the fact that man was
formed from the ground and woman
from bone. Women need perfumes,
while men do not; dust of the ground
remains the same no matter how long
it is kept; flesh, however, requires salt
to keep it in good condition. The voice
of women is shrill, not so the voice of
men; when soft viands are cooked, no
sound is heard, but let a bone be put in
a pot, and at once it crackles. A man is

easily placated, not so a woman; a few
drops of water suffice to soften a clod of
earth; a bone stays hard, and if it were
to soak in water for days. The man must
ask the woman to be his wife, and not
the woman the man to be her husband,
because it is man who has sustained

the loss of his rib, and he sallies forth

to make good his loss again. The very
differences between the sexes in garb
and social forms go back to the origin
of man and woman for their reasons.
Woman covers her hair in token of Eve’s
having brought sin into the world; she
tries to hide her shame; and women
precede men in a funeral cortege,
because it was woman who brought
death into the world. And the religious
commands addressed to women alone
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are connected with the history of Eve.
Adam was the heave offering of the
world, and Eve defiled it. As expiation,

all women are commanded to sepa-
rate a heave offering from the dough.
And because woman extinguished the
light of man’s soul, she is bidden to kin-
dle the Sabbath light.

HDAM was first made to fall into

a deep sleep before the rib for Eve
was taken from his side. For, had he
watched her creation, she would not
have awakened love in him. To this day
it is true that men do not appreciate
the charms of women whom they have
known and observed from childhood
up. Indeed, God had created a wife for
Adam before Eve, but he would not
have her, because she had been made

Gustawe Dové— The Formation z7fEua
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in his presence. Knowing well all the
details of her formation, he was repelled
by her. But when he roused himself
from his profound sleep, and saw Eve
before him in all her surprising beauty
and grace, he exclaimed, “This is she
who caused my heart to throb many a
night!” Yet he discerned at once what
the nature of woman was. She would, he
knew, seek to carry her point with man
either by entreaties and tears, or flattery
and caresses. He said, therefore, “This is
my never-silent bell!”

HE wedding of the first couple

was celebrated with pomp never
repeated in the whole course of history
since. God Himself, before present-
ing her to Adam, attired and adorned
Eve as a bride. Yea, He appealed to the

angels, saying: “Come, let us perform
services of friendship for Adam and
his helpmate, for the world rests upon
friendly services, and they are more
pleasing in My sight than the sacri-
fices Israel will offer upon the altar”
The angels accordingly surrounded the
marriage canopy, and God pronounced
the blessings upon the bridal couple, as
the Hazan does under the Huppah. The
angels then danced and played upon
musical instruments before Adam and
Eve in their ten bridal chambers of gold,
pearls, and precious stones, which God
had prepared for them.
HDAM called his wife Ishah, and
himself he called Ish, abandoning
the name Adam, which he had borne
before the creation of Eve, for the rea-
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son that God added His own name

Yah to the names of the man and the
woman—Yod to Ish and He to Ishah—
to indicate that as long as they walked
in the ways of God and observed His
commandments, His name would shield

them against all harm. But if they went

astray, His name would be withdrawn,
and instead of Ish there would remain
Esh, fire, a fire issuing from each and
consuming the other.

Gustaw Klimt— Adam and Eve
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Apam AND EvE 1N PARADISE
HE Garden of Eden was the
abode of the first man and
woman, and the souls of
all men must pass through
it after death, before they reach their
final destination. For the souls of the
departed must go through seven por-
tals before they arrive in the heaven
‘Arabot. There the souls of the pious
are transformed into angels, and there
they remain forever, praising God and
feasting their sight upon the glory of the
Shekinah. The first portal is the Cave of
Machpelah, in the vicinity of Paradise,
which is under the care and supervi-
sion of Adam. If the soul that presents
herself at the portal is worthy, he calls
out, “Make room! Thou art welcome!”

Themas Cole— The Garden 7‘5%«3%

The soul then proceeds until she arrives
at the gate of Paradise guarded by the
cherubim and the flaming sword. If she
is not found worthy, she is consumed
by the sword; otherwise she receives

a pass-bill, which admits her to the
terrestrial Paradise. Therein is a pil-

lar of smoke and light extending from
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Paradise to the gate of heaven, and it
depends upon the character of the soul
whether she can climb upward on it and
reach heaven. The third portal, Zebul,
is at the entrance of heaven. If the soul
is worthy, the guard opens the portal
and admits her to the heavenly Temple.
Michael presents her to God, and con-
ducts her to the seventh portal, ’Arabot,
within which the souls of the pious,
changed to angels, praise the Lord, and
feed on the glory of the Shekinah.

N Paradise stand the tree of life

and the tree of knowledge, the lat-
ter forming a hedge about the former.
Only he who has cleared a path for him-
self through the tree of knowledge can
come close to the tree of life, which is
so huge that it would take a man five

hundred years to traverse a distance
equal to the diameter of the trunk, and
no less vast is the space shaded by its
crown of branches. From beneath it
flows forth the water that irrigates the
whole earth, parting thence into four
streams, the Ganges, the Nile, the Tigris,
and the Euphrates. But it was only dur-
ing the days of creation that the realm
of plants looked to the waters of the
earth for nourishment. Later on God
made the plants dependent upon the
rain, the upper waters. The clouds rise
from earth to heaven, where water is
poured into them as from a conduit.
The plants began to feel the effect of
the water only after Adam was created.
Although they had been brought forth
on the third day, God did not permit
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them to sprout and appear above the
surface of the earth, until Adam prayed
to Him to give food unto them, for God

longs for the prayers of the pious.
ARADISE being such as it was, it
was, naturally, not necessary for
Adam to work the land. True, the Lord
God put the man into the Garden of
Eden to dress it and to keep it, but that
only means he is to study the Torah
there and fulfil the commandments of
God. There were especially six com-
mandments which every human being
is expected to heed: man should not
worship idols; nor blaspheme God;
nor commit murder, nor incest, nor
theft and robbery; and all generations
have the duty of instituting measures
of law and order. One more such com-
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mand there was, but it was a temporary
injunction. Adam was to eat only the
green things of the field. But the pro-
hibition against the use of animals for
food was revoked in Noah'’s time, after
the deluge. Nevertheless, Adam was
not cut off from the enjoyment of meat
dishes. Though he was not permitted
to slaughter animals for the appeasing
of his appetite, the angels brought him
meat and wine, serving him like atten-

dants. And as the angels ministered

to his wants, so also the animals. They
were wholly under his dominion, and
their food they took out of his hand and
out of Eve’s. In all respects, the animal
world had a different relation to Adam
from their relation to his descendants.
Not only did they know the language

of man, but they respected the image of
God, and they feared the first human
couple, all of which changed into the
opposite after the fall of man.




TaE FALL OF MAN
MONG the animals the
serpent was notable. Of all
of them he had the most
excellent qualities, in some
of which he resembled man. Like man
he stood upright upon two feet, and in
height he was equal to the camel. Had
it not been for the fall of man, which
brought misfortune to them, too, one
pair of serpents would have sufficed
to perform all the work man has to do,
and, besides, they would have supplied

him with silver, gold, gems, and pearls.
As a matter of fact, it was the very abil-
ity of the serpent that led to the ruin
of man and his own ruin. His superior

mental gifts caused him to become an
infidel. It likewise explains his envy of

Lucas Cranach the Elder— Adam and Eve



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucas_Cranach_the_Elder
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Lucas_Cranach_d._%c4._001.jpg

man, especially of his conjugal relations.
Envy made him meditate ways and
means of bringing about the death of
Adam. He was too well acquainted with
the character of the man to attempt to
exercise tricks of persuasion upon him,
and he approached the woman, know-
ing that women are beguiled easily. The
conversation with Eve was cunningly
planned, she could not but be caught in
a trap. The serpent began, “Is it true that
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of every
tree in the garden?” “We may, rejoined
Eve, “eat of the fruit of all the trees in
the garden, except that which is in the
midst of the garden, and that we may
not even touch, lest we be stricken with
death” She spoke thus, because in his
zeal to guard her against the transgress-

ing of the Divine command, Adam had
forbidden Eve to touch the tree, though
God had mentioned only the eating of
the fruit. It remains a truth, what the
proverb says, “Better a wall ten hands
high that stands, than a wall a hun-
dred ells high that cannot stand.” It was
Adam’s exaggeration that afforded the
serpent the possibility of persuading Eve
to taste of the forbidden fruit. The ser-
pent pushed Eve against the tree, and
said: “Thou seest that touching the tree
has not caused thy death. As little will
it hurt thee to eat the fruit of the tree.
Naught but malevolence has prompted
the prohibition, for as soon as ye eat
thereof, ye shall be as God. As He cre-
ates and destroys worlds, so will ye have
the power to create and destroy. As He
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doth slay and revive, so will ye have the
power to slay and revive. He Himself ate
first of the fruit of the tree, and then He
created the world. Therefore doth He
forbid you to eat thereof, lest you create
other worlds. Everyone knows that ‘arti-
sans of the same guild hate one another’
Furthermore, have ye not observed that
every creature hath dominion over the
creature fashioned before itself? The
heavens were made on the first day, and
they are kept in place by the firmament
made on the second day. The firma-
ment, in turn, is ruled by the plants, the
creation of the third day, for they take
up all the water of the firmament. The
sun and the other celestial bodies, which
were created on the fourth day, have
power over the world of plants. They

can ripen their fruits and flourish only
through their influence. The creation
of the fifth day, the animal world, rules
over the celestial spheres. Witness the
ziz, which can darken the sun with its
pinions. But ye are masters of the whole
of creation, because ye were the last to
be created. Hasten now and eat of the
fruit of the tree in the midst of the gar-
den, and become independent of God,
lest He bring forth still other creatures
to bear rule over you.
60 give due weight to these words,
the serpent began to shake the tree
violently and bring down its fruit. He
ate thereof, saying: “As I do not die of
eating the fruit, so wilt thou not die’”
Now Eve could not but say to herself,
“All that my master”—so she called
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Adam—“commanded me is but lies,
and she determined to follow the advice
of the serpent. Yet she could not bring
herself to disobey the command of God
utterly. She made a compromise with
her conscience. First she ate only the
outside skin of the fruit, and then, see-
ing that death did not fell her, she ate
the fruit itself. Scarce had she finished,
when she saw the Angel of Death before
her. Expecting her end to come immedi-
ately, she resolved to make Adam eat of
the forbidden fruit, too, lest he espouse
another wife after her death. It required
tears and lamentations on her part to
prevail upon Adam to take the baleful
step. Not yet satisfied, she gave of the
fruit to all other living beings, that they,
too, might be subject to death. All ate,

Paud szgwm*Eue‘ Don't Listen to the Liar (Breton Eve)

and they all are mortal, with the excep-
tion of the bird malham, who refused
the fruit, with the words: “Is it not
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enough that ye have sinned against God,
and have brought death to others? Must
ye still come to me and seek to persuade
me into disobeying God’s command,
that I may eat and die thereof? I will
not do your bidding.” A heavenly voice
was heard then to say to Adam and Eve:
“To you was the command given. Ye
did not heed it; ye did transgress it, and
ye did seek to persuade the bird mal-
ham. He was steadfast, and he feared
Me, although I gave him no command.
Therefore he shall never taste of death,
neither he nor his descendants—they all
shall live forever in Paradise”
HDAM spoke to Eve: “Didst thou
give me of the tree of which I for-
bade thee to eat? Thou didst give me
thereof, for my eyes are opened, and

the teeth in my mouth are set on edge”
Eve made answer, “As my teeth were set
on edge, so may the teeth of all living
beings be set on edge.” The first result
was that Adam and Eve became naked.
Before, their bodies had been overlaid
with a horny skin, and enveloped with
the cloud of glory. No sooner had they
violated the command given them than
the cloud of glory and the horny skin
dropped from them, and they stood
there in their nakedness, and ashamed.
Adam tried to gather leaves from the
trees to cover part of their bodies, but
he heard one tree after the other say:
“There is the thief that deceived his
Creator. Nay, the foot of pride shall
not come against me, nor the hand of
the wicked touch me. Hence, and take
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no leaves from me!” Only the fig-tree
granted him permission to take of its
leaves. That was because the fig was the
forbidden fruit itself. Adam had the
same experience as that prince who
seduced one of the maid-servants in
the palace. When the king, his father,
chased him out, he vainly sought a
refuge with the other maid-servants,
but only she who had caused his dis-

grace would grant him assistance.
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Tae PuNisHMENT

S long as Adam stood naked,

casting about for means of

escape from his embar-

rassment, God did not
appear unto him, for one should not
“strive to see a man in the hour of his
disgrace” He waited until Adam and
Eve had covered themselves with fig
leaves. But even before God spoke to
him, Adam knew what was impend-
ing. He heard the angels announce,
“God betaketh Himself unto those that
dwell in Paradise” He heard more, too.

He heard what the angels were saying
to one another about his fall, and what
they were saying to God. In astonish-
ment the angels exclaimed: “What! He
still walks about in Paradise? He is not

yet dead?” Whereupon God: “I said to
him, ‘In the day that thou eatest thereof,
thou shalt surely die!” Now, ye know
not what manner of day I meant—
one of My days of a thousand years, or
one of your days. I will give him one of
My days. He shall have nine hundred
and thirty years to live, and seventy to
leave to his descendants”

HEN Adam and Eve heard God

approaching, they hid among
the trees—which would not have been
possible before the fall. Before he com-
mitted his trespass, Adam’s height was
from the heavens to the earth, but after-
ward it was reduced to one hundred ells.
Another consequence of his sin was the
fear Adam felt when he heard the voice
of God: before his fall it had not dis-




quieted him in the least. Hence it was
that when Adam said, “I heard Thy
voice in the garden, and I was afraid,’
God replied, “Aforetime thou wert not
afraid, and now thou art afraid?”
@ OD refrained from reproaches

at first. Standing at the gate of
Paradise, He but asked, “Where art
thou, Adam?” Thus did God desire to
teach man a rule of polite behavior,
never to enter the house of another
without announcing himself. It cannot
be denied, the words “Where art thou?”
were pregnant with meaning. They were
intended to bring home to Adam the
vast difference between his latter and
his former state—between his super-
natural size then and his shrunken size
now; between the lordship of God over

him then and the lordship of the ser-
pent over him now. At the same time,
God wanted to give Adam the oppor-
tunity of repenting of his sin, and he
would have received Divine forgive-
ness for it. But so far from repenting of
it, Adam slandered God, and uttered
blasphemies against Him. When God
asked him, “Hast thou eaten of the
tree whereof I commanded thee thou
shouldst not eat?” he did not confess
his sin, but excused himself with the
words: “O Lord of the world! As long
as I was alone, I did not fall into sin,
but as soon as this woman came to me,
she tempted me” God replied: “I gave
her unto thee as a help, and thou art
ungrateful when thou accusest her,
saying, ‘She gave me of the tree. Thou
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shouldst not have obeyed her, for thou
art the head, and not she” God, who
knows all things, had foreseen exactly
this, and He had not created Eve until
Adam had asked Him for a helpmate,
so that he might not have apparently
good reason for reproaching God with

having created woman.

H S Adam tried to shift the blame

for his misdeed from himself, so
also Eve. She, like her husband, did not
confess her transgression and pray for
pardon, which would have been granted
to her. Gracious as God is, He did not
pronounce the doom upon Adam and
Eve until they showed themselves stiff-
necked. Not so with the serpent. God
inflicted the curse upon the serpent
without hearing his defense; for the
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serpent is a villain, and the wicked are
good debaters. If God had questioned
him, the serpent would have answered:
“Thou didst give them a command, and
I did contradict it. Why did they obey
me, and not Thee?” Therefore God did
not enter into an argument with the
serpent, but straightway decreed the fol-
lowing ten punishments: The mouth of
the serpent was closed, and his power of
speech taken away; his hands and feet
were hacked off; the earth was given
him as food; he must suffer great pain

in sloughing his skin; enmity is to exist
between him and man; if he eats the
choicest viands, or drinks the sweetest
beverages, they all change into dust in
his mouth; the pregnancy of the female
serpent lasts seven years; men shall seek

to kill him as soon as they catch sight of
him; even in the future world, where all
beings will be blessed, he will not escape
the punishment decreed for him; he
will vanish from out of the Holy Land
if Israel walks in the ways of God.
FURTHERMORE, God spake

to the serpent: “I created thee
to be king over all animals, cattle and
the beasts of the field alike; but thou
wast not satisfied. Therefore thou shalt
be cursed above all cattle and above
every beast of the field. I created thee
of upright posture; but thou wast not
satisfied. Therefore thou shalt go upon
thy belly. I created thee to eat the same
food as man; but thou wast not satis-
fied. Therefore thou shalt eat dust all
the days of thy life. Thou didst seek to
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cause the death of Adam in order to
espouse his wife. Therefore I will put
enmity between thee and the woman.
How true it is—he

who lusts after what

is not his due, not

only does he not

attain his desire,

but he also loses

what he has!

H S angels had
been present

when the doom

was pronounced
upon the serpent—
for God had con-
voked a Sanhedrin

Masaccio— The Expudsion Of Adane and. Eve from Eden.

of seventy-one angels when He sat in
judgment upon him—so the execution
of the decree against him was entrusted
to angels. They descended from heaven,
and chopped off his hands and feet. His
suffering was so great that his agonized
cries could be heard from one end of
the world to the other.

HE verdict against Eve also con-

sisted of ten curses, the effect of
which is noticeable to this day in the
physical, spiritual, and social state of
woman. It was not God Himself who
announced her fate to Eve. The only
woman with whom God ever spoke was
Sarah. In the case of Eve, He made use
of the services of an interpreter.
FINALLY, also the punishment

of Adam was tenfold: he lost his
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celestial clothing—God stripped it off
him; in sorrow he was to earn his daily
bread; the food he ate was to be turned
from good into bad; his children were
to wander from land to land; his body
was to exude sweat; he was to have an
evil inclination; in death his body was to
be a prey of the worms; animals were to
have power over him, in that they could
slay him; his days were to be few and
full of trouble; in the end he was to ren-
der account of all his doings on earth”
HESE three sinners were not the
only ones to have punishment
dealt out to them. The earth fared no
better, for it had been guilty of vari-
ous misdemeanors. In the first place,
it had not entirely heeded the com-
mand of God given on the third day,

to bring forth “tree of fruit” What

God had desired was a tree the wood
of which was to be as pleasant to the
taste as the fruit thereof. The earth,
however, produced a tree bearing fruit,
the tree itself not being edible. Again,
the earth did not do its whole duty in
connection with the sin of Adam. God
had appointed the sun and the earth
witnesses to testify against Adam in
case he committed a trespass. The sun,
accordingly, had grown dark the instant
Adam became guilty of disobedience,
but the earth, not knowing how to take
notice of Adam’s fall, disregarded it
altogether. The earth also had to suf-
fer a tenfold punishment: independent
before, she was hereafter to wait to be
watered by the rain from above; some-
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times the fruits of the earth fail; the
grain she brings forth is stricken with
blasting and mildew; she must produce
all sorts of noxious vermin; thence-
forth she was to be divided into valleys
and mountains; she must grow barren
trees, bearing no fruit; thorns and this-
tles sprout from her; much is sown in
the earth, but little is harvested; in time
to come the earth will have to disclose
her blood, and shall no more cover her
slain; and, finally, she shall, one day,
“wax old like a garment”

HEN Adam heard the words,

“Thorns and thistles shall it bring
forth,” concerning the ground, a sweat
broke out on his face, and he said:
“What! Shall T and my cattle eat from
the same manger?” The Lord had mercy

upon him, and spoke, “In view of the
sweat of thy face, thou shalt eat bread”
HE earth is not the only thing
created that was made to suffer
through the sin of Adam. The same fate
overtook the moon. When the serpent
seduced Adam and Eve, and exposed
their nakedness, they wept bitterly, and
with them wept the heavens, and the
sun and the stars, and all created beings
and things up to the throne of God. The
very angels and the celestial beings were
grieved by the transgression of Adam.
The moon alone laughed, wherefore
God grew wroth, and obscured her
light. Instead of shining steadily like
the sun, all the length of the day, she
grows old quickly, and must be born
and reborn, again and again. The cal-
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lous conduct of the moon offended
God, not only by way of contrast with
the compassion of all other creatures,
but because He Himself was full of
pity for Adam and his wife. He made
clothes for them out of the skin stripped
from the serpent. He would have done
even more. He would have permitted
them to remain in Paradise, if only they
had been penitent. But they refused to
repent, and they had to leave, lest their
godlike understanding urge them to
ravage the tree of life, and they learn to
live forever. As it was, when God dis-
missed them from Paradise, He did not
allow the Divine quality of justice to
prevail entirely. He associated mercy
with it. As they left, He said: “O what a
pity that Adam was not able to observe

the command laid upon him for even
a brief span of time!”
60 guard the entrance to Paradise,
God appointed the cherubim,
called also the ever-turning sword of
flames, because angels can turn them-
selves from one shape into another at
need. Instead of the tree of life, God
gave Adam the Torah, which like-
wise is a tree of life to them that lay
hold upon her, and he was permit-
ted to take up his abode in the vicinity
of Paradise in the east.
ENTENCE pronounced upon
SAdam and Eve and the serpent,
the Lord commanded the angels to turn

the man and the woman out of Paradise.

They began to weep and supplicate bit-
terly, and the angels took pity upon
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them and left the Divine command
unfulfilled, until they could petition
God to mitigate His severe verdict. But
the Lord was inexorable, saying, “Was
it I that committed a trespass, or did

I pronounce a false judgment?” Also

Adam’s prayer, to be given of the fruit

of the tree of life, was turned aside, with
the promise, however, that if he would
lead a pious life, he would be given of
the fruit on the day of resurrection, and
he would then live forever.

EEING that God had resolved
Sunalterably, Adam began to weep
again and implore the angels to grant
him at least permission to take sweet-
scented spices with him out of Paradise,
that outside, too, he might be able to
bring offerings unto God, and his

Gustave Doré— Adam and Eve Are Driven m#gm



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Dore
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Adamandevesin.jpg

prayers be accepted before the Lord.
Thereupon the angels came before
God, and spake: “King unto everlast-
ing, command Thou us to give Adam
sweet-scented spices of Paradise,” and
God heard their prayer. Thus Adam
gathered saffron, nard, calamus, and
cinnamon, and all sorts of seeds besides
for his sustenance. Laden with these,
Adam and Eve left Paradise, and came
upon earth. They had enjoyed the splen-
dors of Paradise but a brief span of
time—but a few hours. It was in the

first hour of the sixth day of creation
that God conceived the idea of creat-

ing man; in the second hour, He took
counsel with the angels; in the third, He
gathered the dust for the body of man;
in the fourth, He formed Adam; in the
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fifth, He clothed him with skin; in the
sixth, the soulless shape was complete,
so that it could stand upright; in the
seventh, a soul was breathed into it; in
the eighth, man was led into Paradise;
in the ninth, the Divine command pro-
hibiting the fruit of the tree in the midst
of the garden was issued to him; in the
tenth, he transgressed the command; in
the eleventh, he was judged; and in the

twelfth hour of the day, he was cast out
of Paradise, in atonement for his sin.
HIS eventful day was the first of
the month of Tishri. Therefore
God spoke to Adam: “Thou shalt be
the prototype of thy children. As thou
hast been judged by Me on this day and
absolved, so thy children Israel shall be
judged by Me on this New Year’s Day,
and they shall be absolved”
A CH day of creation brought forth
three things: the first, heaven,
earth, and light; the second, the fir-
mament, Gehenna, and the angels; the
third, trees, herbs, and Paradise; the
fourth, sun, moon, and stars; and the

fifth, fishes, birds, and leviathan. As God

intended to rest on the seventh day, the
Sabbath, the sixth day had to do dou-
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ble duty. It brought forth six creations:
Adam, Eve, cattle, reptiles, the beasts
of the field, and demons. The demons
were made shortly before the Sabbath
came in, and they are, therefore, incor-
poreal spirits—the Lord had no time to
create bodies for them.

Paud Gauguin—1 Raro Te Ovivi (Under the Pandanus)

N the twilight, between the sixth

day and the Sabbath, ten creations
were brought forth: the rainbow; invis-
ible until Noah’s time; the manna;
watersprings, whence Israel drew water
for his thirst in the desert; the writing
upon the two tables of stone given at
Sinai; the pen with which the writing
was written; the two tables themselves;

the mouth of Balaam’s she-ass; the grave

of Moses; the cave in which Moses and
Elijah dwelt; and the rod of Aaron, with
its blossoms and its ripe almonds.
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SABBATH IN HEAVEN
EFORE the world was cre-
ated, there was none to
praise God and know Him.
Therefore He created the
angels and the holy Hayyot, the heav-
ens and their host, and Adam as well.
They all were to praise and glorify their
Creator. During the week of creation,
however, there was no suitable time
to proclaim the splendor and praise of
the Lord. Only on the Sabbath, when
all creation rested, the beings on earth
and in heaven, all together, broke into
song and adoration when God ascended
His throne and sate upon it. It was the
Throne of Joy upon which He sate,
and He had all the angels pass before
Him—the angel of the water, the angel

A%ed /\/M.ck (p%wﬁﬁmmf) Montanaro fﬂw tomb, Genon

of the rivers, the angel of the moun-
tains, the angel of the hills, the angel of
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the abysses, the angel of the deserts, the
angel of the sun, the angel of the moon,
the angel of the Pleiades, the angel of
Orion, the angel of the herbs, the angel
of Paradise, the angel of Gehenna, the
angel of the trees, the angel of the rep-
tiles, the angel of the wild beasts, the
angel of the domestic animals, the angel
of the fishes, the angel of the locusts,
the angel of the birds, the chief angel of
the angels, the angel of each heaven, the
chief angel of each division of the heav-
enly hosts, the chief angel of the holy
Hayyot, the chief angel of the cherubim,
the chief angel of the ofanim, and all
the other splendid, terrible, and mighty
angel chiefs. They all appeared before
God with great joy, laved in a stream

of joy, and they rejoiced and danced

and sang, and extolled the Lord with
many praises and many instruments.
The ministering angels began, “Let the
glory of the Lord endure forever!” And
the rest of the angels took up the song
with the words, “Let the Lord rejoice in
His works!” ’Arabot, the seventh heaven,
was filled with joy and glory, splendor
and strength, power and might and
pride and magnificence and grandeur,
praise and jubilation, song and glad-
ness, steadfastness and righteousness,
honor and adoration.

HEN God bade the Angel of

the Sabbath seat himself upon
a throne of glory, and He brought
before him the chiefs of the angels
of all the heavens and all the abysses,
and bade them dance and rejoice, say-
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ing, “Sabbath it is unto the Lord!” and
the exalted princes of the heavens
responded, “Unto the Lord it is
Sabbath!” Even Adam was permitted
to ascend to the highest heaven, to take
part in the rejoicing over the Sabbath.
Y bestowing Sabbath joy upon all
beings, not excepting Adam, thus
did the Lord dedicate His creation.
Seeing the majesty of the Sabbath, its
honor and greatness, and the joy it con-
ferred upon all, being the fount of all
joy, Adam intoned a song of praise for
the Sabbath day. Then God said to him,
“Thou singest a song of praise to the
Sabbath day, and singest none to Me,
the God of the Sabbath?” Thereupon
the Sabbath rose from his seat, and
prostrated himself before God, saying,

“It is a good thing to give thanks unto
the Lord,” and the whole of creation
added, “And to sing praises unto Thy
Name, O Most High!”

HIS was the first Sabbath, and

this its celebration in heaven by
God and the angels. The angels were
informed at the same time that in days
to come Israel would hallow the day
in similar manner. God told them:
“I will set aside for Myself a people
from among all the peoples. This peo-
ple will observe the Sabbath, and I will
sanctify it to be My people, and I will be
God unto it. From all that I have seen,
I have chosen the seed of Israel wholly,
and I have inscribed him as My first-
born son, and I sanctified him unto
Myself unto all eternity, him and the
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Sabbath, that he keep the Sabbath and
hallow it from all work”
FOR Adam the Sabbath had a
peculiar significance. When he
was made to depart out of Paradise
in the twilight of the Sabbath eve, the
angels called after him, “Adam did not
abide in his glory overnight!” Then the
Sabbath appeared before God as Adam’s
defender, and he spoke: “O Lord of the
world! During the six working days
no creature was slain. If Thou wilt
begin now by slaying Adam, what will
become of the sanctity and the bless-
ing of the Sabbath?” In this way Adam
was rescued from the fires of hell, the
meet punishment for his sins, and
in gratitude he composed a psalm in

honor of the Sabbath, which David later
embodied in his Psalter.

TILL another opportunity was
S given to Adam to learn and appre-
ciate the value of the Sabbath. The
celestial light, whereby Adam could sur-
vey the world from end to end, should
properly have been made to disappear
immediately after his sin. But out of
consideration for the Sabbath, God had
let this light continue to shine, and the
angels, at sundown on the sixth day,
intoned a song of praise and thanksgiv-
ing to God, for the radiant light shining
through the night. Only with the going
out of the Sabbath day the celestial
light ceased, to the consternation of
Adam, who feared that the serpent
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would attack him in the dark. But God
illumined his understanding, and he
learned to rub two stones against each
other and produce light for his needs.

HE celestial light was but one of

the seven precious gifts enjoyed by
Adam before the fall and to be granted
to man again only in the Messianic
time. The others are the resplendence
of his countenance; life eternal; his tall
stature; the fruits of the soil; the fruits
of the tree; and the luminaries of the
sky, the sun and the moon, for in the
world to come the light of the moon
shall be as the light of the sun, and the
light of the sun shall be sevenfold.
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Apam’s REPENTANCE
AST out of Paradise, Adam
and Eve built a hut for them-
selves, and for seven days
they sat in it in great dis-
tress, mourning and lamenting. At the
end of the seven days, tormented by
hunger, they came forth and sought
food. For seven other days, Adam jour-
neyed up and down in the land, looking
for such dainties as he had enjoyed
in Paradise. In vain; he found noth-
ing. Then Eve spoke to her husband:
“My lord, if it please thee, slay me.
Mayhap God will then take thee back
into Paradise, for the Lord God became
wroth with thee only on account of me”
But Adam rejected her plan with abhor-
rence, and both went forth again on the

search for food. Nine days passed, and
still they found naught resembling what
they had had in Paradise. They saw
only food fit for cattle and beasts. Then
Adam proposed: “Let us do penance,
mayhap the Lord God will forgive us
and have pity on us, and give us some-
thing to sustain our life” Knowing that
Eve was not vigorous enough to undergo
the mortification of the flesh which he
purposed to inflict upon himself, he
prescribed a penance for her different
from his own. He said to her: “Arise,
and go to the Tigris, take a stone and
stand upon it in the deepest part of

the river, where the water will reach

as high as thy neck. And let no speech
issue forth from thy mouth, for we are
unworthy to supplicate God, our lips
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are unclean by reason of the forbidden
fruit of the tree. Remain in the water
for thirty-seven days’
FOR himself Adam ordained forty
days of fasting, while he stood in
the river Jordan in the same way as Eve
was to take up her stand in the waters
of the Tigris. After he had adjusted the
stone in the middle of the Jordan, and
mounted it, with the waters surging up
to his neck, he said: “T adjure thee, O
thou water of the Jordan! Afflict thy-
self with me, and gather unto me all
swimming creatures that live in thee.
Let them surround me and sorrow
with me, and let them not beat their
own breasts with grief, but let them
beat me. Not they have sinned, only
I alone!” Very soon they all came, the

dwellers in the Jordan, and they encom-
passed him, and from that moment
the water of the Jordan stood still and
ceased from flowing.

HE penance which Adam and

Eve laid upon themselves awak-
ened misgivings in Satan. He feared God
might forgive their sin, and therefore
essayed to hinder Eve in her purpose.
After a lapse of eighteen days he
appeared unto her in the guise of an
angel. As though in distress on account
of her, he began to cry, saying: “Step up
out of the river, and weep no longer. The
Lord God hath heard your mourning,
and your penitence hath been accepted
by Him. All the angels supplicated
the Lord in your behalf, and He hath
sent me to fetch you out of the water
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and give you the sustenance that you
enjoyed in Paradise, and for which you
have been mourning”” Enfeebled as she
was by her penances and mortifications,
Eve yielded to the solicitations of Satan,
and he led her to where her husband
was. Adam recognized him at once,

and amid tears he cried out: “O Eve,
Eve, where now is thy penitence? How
couldst thou let our adversary seduce
thee again—him who robbed us of

our sojourn in Paradise and all spiri-
tual joy?” Thereupon Eve, too, began

to weep and cry out: “Woe unto thee,

O Satan! Why strivest thou against us
without any reason? What have we
done unto thee that thou shouldst pur-
sue us so craftily?” With a deep-fetched
sigh, Satan told them how that Adam,

of whom he had been jealous, had been
the real reason of his fall. Having lost his
glory through him, he had intrigued to
have him driven from Paradise.
HEN Adam heard the confession
of Satan, he prayed to God: “O
Lord my God! In Thy hands is my life.
Remove from me this adversary, who
seeks to deliver my soul to destruction,
and grant me the glory he has forfeited”
Satan disappeared forthwith, but Adam
continued his penance, standing in the
waters of the Jordan for forty days.
HILE Adam stood in the river, he
noticed that the days were grow-
ing shorter, and he feared the world
might be darkened on account of his sin,
and go under soon. To avert the doom,
be spent eight days in prayer and fast-
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ing. But after the winter solstice, when
he saw that the days grew longer again,
he spent eight days in rejoicing, and in
the following year he celebrated both
periods, the one before and the one after
the solstice. This is why the heathen
celebrate the calends and the satur-
nalia in honor of their gods, though
Adam had consecrated those days
to the honor of God.

HE first time Adam witnessed

the sinking of the sun be was also
seized with anxious fears. It happened
at the conclusion of the Sabbath, and
Adam said, “Woe is me! For my sake,
because I sinned, the world is darkened,
and it will again become void and with-
out form. Thus will be executed the
punishment of death which God has

pronounced against me!” All the night
he spent in tears, and Eve, too, wept

as she sat opposite to him. When day
began to dawn, he understood that what
he had deplored was but the course of
nature, and be brought an offering unto
God, a unicorn whose horn was created
before his hoofs, and he sacrificed it on
the spot on which later the altar was

to stand in Jerusalem.
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Tae Book or RazieL
FTER Adam’s expulsion
from Paradise, he prayed to
God in these words: “O God,
Lord of the world! Thou
didst create the whole world unto the
honor and glory of the Mighty One, and
Thou didst as was pleasing unto Thee.
Thy kingdom is unto all eternity, and
Thy reign unto all generations. Naught
is hidden from Thee, and naught is con-
cealed from Thine eyes. Thou didst
create me as Thy handiwork, and didst
make me the ruler over Thy crea-

tures, that I might be the chief of Thy

works. But the cunning, accursed ser-

pent seduced me with the tree of desire
and lusts, yea, he seduced the wife of
my bosom. But Thou didst not make

known unto me what shall befall my
children and the generations after me.
I know well that no human being can
be righteous in Thine eyes, and what is
my strength that I should step before
Thee with an impudent face? I have no
mouth wherewith to speak and no eye
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wherewith to see, for I did sin and com-
mit a trespass, and, by reason of my sins,
I was driven forth from Paradise. I must
plough the earth whence I was taken,
and the other inhabitants of the earth,
the beasts, no longer, as once, stand in
awe and fear of me. From the time I ate
of the tree of knowledge of good and
evil, wisdom departed from me, and

I am a fool that knoweth naught, an
ignorant man that understandeth not.
Now, O merciful and gracious God, I
pray to Thee to turn again Thy com-
passion to the head of Thy works, to

the spirit which Thou didst instil into
him, and the soul Thou didst breathe
into him. Meet me with Thy grace, for
Thou art gracious, slow to anger, and
tull of love. O that my prayer would

reach unto the throne of Thy glory, and
my supplication unto the throne of Thy
mercy, and Thou wouldst incline to me
with lovingkindness. May the words

of my mouth be acceptable, that Thou
turn not away from my petition. Thou
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wert from everlasting, and Thou wilt
be unto everlasting; Thou wert king,
and Thou wilt ever be king. Now, have
Thou mercy upon the work of Thy
hands. Grant me knowledge and under-
standing, that I may know what shall
befall me, and my posterity, and all the
generations that come after me, and
what shall befall me on every day and
in every month, and mayest Thou not
withhold from me the help of Thy ser-
vants and of Thy angels”

N the third day after he had offered

up this prayer, while he was sit-
ting on the banks of the river that flows
forth out of Paradise, there appeared
to him, in the heat of the day, the angel
Raziel, bearing a book in his hand. The
angel addressed Adam thus: “O Adam,

why art thou so fainthearted? Why

art thou distressed and anxious? Thy
words were heard at the moment when
thou didst utter thy supplication and
entreaties, and I have received the
charge to teach thee pure words and
deep understanding, to make thee wise
through the contents of the sacred book
in my hand, to know what will happen
to thee until the day of thy death. And
all thy descendants and all the later gen-
erations, if they will but read this book
in purity, with a devout heart and an
humble mind, and obey its precepts,
will become like unto thee. They, too,
will foreknow what things shall happen,
and in what month and on what day

or in what night. All will be manifest

to them—they will know and under-
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stand whether a calamity will come, a
famine or wild beasts, floods or drought;
whether there will be abundance of
grain or dearth; whether the wicked
will rule the world; whether locusts
will devastate the land; whether the
fruits will drop from the trees unripe;
whether boils will afflict men; whether
wars will prevail, or diseases or plagues
among men and cattle; whether good
is resolved upon in heaven, or evil;
whether blood will flow, and the death-
rattle of the slain be heard in the city.
And now, Adam, come and give heed
unto what I shall tell thee regarding the
manner of this book and its holiness”
AZIEL, the angel, then read from
Bthe book, and when Adam heard
the words of the holy volume as they

issued from the mouth of the angel,
he fell down affrighted. But the angel
encouraged him. “Arise, Adam,” he
said, “be of good courage, be not afraid,
take the book from me and keep it,
for thou wilt draw knowledge from
it thyself and become wise, and thou
wilt also teach its contents to all those
who shall be found worthy of know-
ing what it contains.
N the moment when Adam took
the book, a flame of fire shot up
from near the river, and the angel rose
heavenward with it. Then Adam knew
that he who had spoken to him was an
angel of God, and it was from the Holy
King Himself that the book had come,
and he used it in holiness and purity. It
is the book out of which all things worth
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knowing can be learnt, and all myster-
ies, and it teaches also how to call upon
the angels and make them appear before
men, and answer all their questions.
But not all alike can use the book, only
he who is wise and God-fearing, and
resorts to it in holiness. Such an one is
secure against all wicked counsels, his
life is serene, and when death takes him
from this world, he finds repose in a
place where there are neither demons
nor evil spirits, and out of the hands of
the wicked he is quickly rescued.

Rembrandt— Schotar in Meditation
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TaE SickNESs oF AbAM
HEN Adam had lived

to be nine hundred and

thirty years old, a sick-

ness seized him, and
he felt that his days were drawing to
an end. He summoned all his descen-
dants, and assembled them before the
door of the house of worship in which
he had always offered his prayers to
God, to give them his last blessing. His
family were astonished to find him
stretched out on the bed of sickness,
for they did not know what pain and
suffering were. They thought he was
overcome with longing after the fruits
of Paradise, and for lack of them was
depressed. Seth announced his willing-
ness to go to the gates of Paradise and

Egon ICM—AW (The D Strugyle)

beg God to let one of His angels give
him of its fruits. But Adam explained
to them what sickness and pain are, and
that God had inflicted them upon him
as a punishment for his sin. Adam suf-
tered violently; tears and groans were
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wrung from him. Eve sobbed, and said,
“Adam, my lord, give me the half of thy
sickness, I will gladly bear it. Is it not on
account of me that this hath come upon
thee? On account of me thou under-
goest pain and anguish.
H DAM bade Eve go with Seth to
the gates of Paradise and entreat
God to have mercy upon him, and send
His angel to catch up some of the oil of
life flowing from the tree of His mercy
and give it to his messengers. The oint-
ment would bring him rest, and banish
the pain consuming him. On his way to
Paradise, Seth was attacked by a wild
beast. Eve called out to the assailant,
“How durst thou lay hand on the image
of God?” The ready answer came: “It
is thine own fault. Hadst thou not

opened thy mouth to eat of the for-
bidden fruit, my mouth would not
be opened now to destroy a human
being” But Seth remonstrated: “Hold
thy tongue! Desist from the image of
God until the day of judgment” And
the beast gave way, saying, “See, I refrain
myself from the image of God,” and it
slunk away to its covert.

RRIVED at the gates of Paradise,

Eve and Seth began to cry bitterly,
and they besought God with many
lamentations to give them oil from the
tree of His mercy. For hours they prayed
thus. At last the archangel Michael
appeared, and informed them that he
came as the messenger of God to tell
them that their petition could not be
granted. Adam would die in a few days,
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and as he was subject to death, so would
be all his descendants. Only at the time
of the resurrection, and then only to the
pious, the oil of life would be dispensed,
together with all the bliss and all the
delights of Paradise. Returned to Adam,
they reported what had happened, and
he said to Eve: “What misfortune didst

Vincent van goﬁh~ Wheat Field with Crows

thou bring upon us when thou didst
arouse great wrath! See, death is the
portion of all our race! Call hither our
children and our children’s children,
and tell them the manner of our sin-
ning” And while Adam lay prostrate
upon the bed of pain, Eve told them
the story of their fall.
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EvEe’s STorY OF THE FALL
FTER I was created, God
divided Paradise and all the
animals therein between
Adam and me. The east
and the north were assigned to Adam,
together with the male animals. I was
mistress of the west and the south and
all the female animals. Satan, smart-
ing under the disgrace of having been
dismissed from the heavenly host,
resolved to bring about our ruin and

avenge himself upon the cause of his

discomfiture. He won the serpent over
to his side, and pointed out to him that
before the creation of Adam the animals
could enjoy all that grew in Paradise,
and now they were restricted to the
weeds. To drive Adam from Paradise

would therefore be for the good of all.
The serpent demurred, for he stood
in awe of the wrath of God. But Satan

= A
Paund Dubsis— The Birth 17’ Eve

calmed his fears,
and said, “Do
thou but become
my vessel, and I
shall speak a word
through thy mouth
wherewith thou
wilt succeed in
seducing man.
HE serpent
thereupon
suspended him-
self from the
wall surround-
ing Paradise, to
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carry on his conversation with me from
without. And this happened at the very
moment when my two guardian angels
had betaken themselves to heaven to
supplicate the Lord. I was quite alone
therefore, and when Satan assumed the
appearance of an angel, bent over the
wall of Paradise, and intoned seraphic
songs of praise, I was deceived, and
thought him an angel. A conversation
was held between us, Satan speaking
through the mouth of the serpent:

HE serpent made every effort to

persuade me that I had naught to
fear—that God knew that in the day
that Adam and I ate of the fruit of the
tree, we should be as He Himself. It
was jealousy that had made Him say,
“Ye shall not eat of it.” In spite of all

his urging, I remained steadfast and
refused to touch the tree. Then the
serpent engaged to pluck the fruit for
me. Thereupon I opened the gate of
Paradise, and he slipped in. Scarcely was
he within, when he said to me, “I repent
of my words, I would rather not give
thee of the fruit of the forbidden tree”
It was but a cunning device to tempt

me more. He consented to give me of
the fruit only after I swore to make my
husband eat of it, too. This is the oath he
made me take: “By the throne of God,
by the cherubim, and by the tree of life,
I shall give my husband of this fruit,
that he may eat, too” Thereupon the
serpent ascended the tree and injected
his poison, the poison of the evil inclina-
tion, into the fruit, and bent the branch
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on which it grew to the ground. I took
hold of it, but I knew at once that I was
stripped of the righteousness in which
I had been clothed. I began to weep,
because of it and because of the oath the
serpent had forced from me.

HE serpent disappeared from the

tree, while I sought leaves where-
with to cover my nakedness, but all
the trees within my reach had cast off
their leaves at the moment when I ate
of the forbidden fruit. There was only
one that retained its leaves, the fig-
tree, the very tree the fruit of which
had been forbidden to me. I summoned
Adam, and by means of blasphemous
words I prevailed upon him to eat of
the fruit. As soon as it had passed his
lips, he knew his true condition, and he

exclaimed against me: “Thou wicked
woman, what hast thou brought down
upon me? Thou hast removed me
from the glory of God”
H T the same time Adam and I
heard the archangel Michael
blow his trumpet, and all the angels
cried out: “Thus saith the Lord, Come
ye with Me to Paradise and hearken
unto the sentence which I will pro-
nounce upon Adam.
m E hid ourselves because we feared
the judgment of God. Sitting in
his chariot drawn by cherubim, the
Lord, accompanied by angels utter-
ing His praise, appeared in Paradise.
At His coming the bare trees again put
forth leaves. His throne was erected
by the tree of life, and God addressed
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Adam: “Adam, where dost thou keep
thyself in hiding? Thinkest thou I can-
not find thee? Can a house conceal
itself from its architect?”

DAM tried to put the blame on
me, who had promised to hold
him harmless before God. And I in turn

accused the serpent. But God dealt out
justice to all three of us. To Adam He
said: “Because thou didst not obey My
commands, but didst hearken unto the
voice of thy wife, cursed is the ground in
spite of thy work. When thou dost culti-
vate it, it will not yield thee its strength.
Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth
to thee, and in the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread. Thou wilt suffer
many a hardship, thou wilt grow weary,
and yet find no rest. Bitterly oppressed,

thou shalt never taste of any sweetness.
Thou shalt be scourged by heat, and yet
pinched by cold. Thou shalt toil greatly,
and yet not gain wealth. Thou shalt
grow fat, and yet cease to live. And the
animals over which thou art the master
will rise up against thee, because thou
didst not keep my command”
ZIPON me God pronounced this
sentence: “Thou shalt suffer
anguish in childbirth and grievous
torture. In sorrow shalt thou bring
forth children, and in the hour of tra-
vail, when thou art near to lose thy
life, thou wilt confess and cry, ‘Lord,
Lord, save me this time, and I will
never again indulge in carnal pleasure,
and yet thy desire shall ever and ever
be unto thy husband”
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H T the same time all sorts of dis-
eases were decreed upon us. God
said to Adam: “Because thou didst turn
aside from My covenant, I will inflict
seventy plagues upon thy flesh. The pain
of the first plague shall lay hold on thy
eyes; the pain of the second plague upon
thy hearing, and one after the other all
the plagues shall come upon thee.” The
serpent God addressed thus: “Because
thou becamest the vessel of the Evil
One, deceiving the innocent, cursed

art thou above all cattle and above
every beast of the field. Thou shalt be
robbed of the food thou wast wont to
eat, and dust shalt thou eat all the days
of thy life. Upon thy breast and thy
belly shalt thou go, and of thy hands
and thy feet thou shalt be deprived.

Thou shalt not remain in possession of
thy ears, nor of thy wings, nor of any of
thy limbs wherewith thou didst seduce
the woman and her husband, bring-
ing them to such a pass that they must
be driven forth from Paradise. And I
will put enmity between thee and the
seed of man. It shall bruise thy head,
and, thou shalt bruise his heel until

the day of judgment”
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TaEeE DEATH OF ADAM
)é’/ N the last day of Adam’s
Al

X life, Eve said to him, “Why

/) & should I go on living, when
232 thou art no more? How
long shall I have to linger on after thy
death? Tell me this!” Adam assured
her she would not tarry long. They
would die together, and be buried
together in the same place. He com-
manded her not to touch his corpse
until an angel from God had made pro-
vision regarding it, and she was to begin
at once to pray to God until his soul
escaped from his body.

HILE Eve was on her knees in

prayer, an angel came, and bade
her rise. “Eve, arise from thy penance;’
he commanded. “Behold, thy husband

hath left his mortal coil. Arise, and

see his spirit go up to his Creator, to
appear before Him” And, lo, she beheld
a chariot of light, drawn by four shining
eagles, and preceded by angels. In this
chariot lay the soul of Adam, which the
angels were taking to heaven. Arrived
there, they burnt incense until the
clouds of smoke enveloped the heav-
ens. Then they prayed to God to have
mercy upon His image and the work of
His holy hands. In her awe and fright,
Eve summoned Seth, and she bade

him look upon the vision and explain
the celestial sights beyond her under-
standing. She asked, “Who may the
two Ethiopians be, who are adding
their prayers to thy father’s?” Seth told
her, they were the sun and the moon,




turned so black because they could

not shine in the face of the Father of
light. Scarcely had he spoken, when an
angel blew a trumpet, and all the angels
cried out with awful voices, “Blessed

be the glory of the Lord by His crea-
tures, for He has shown mercy unto
Adam, the work of His hands!” A ser-
aph then seized Adam, and carried him
off to the river Acheron, washed him
three times, and brought him before
the presence of God, who sat upon His
throne, and, stretching out His hand,
lifted Adam up and gave him over to
the archangel Michael, with the words,
“Raise him to the Paradise of the third
heaven, and there thou shalt leave him
until the great and fearful day ordained
by Me.” Michael executed the Divine

behest, and all the angels sang a song of
praise, extolling God for the pardon He
had accorded Adam.
ﬂ)ICHAEL now entreated God

to let him attend to the prepa-
ration of Adam’s body for the grave.
Permission being given, Michael
repaired to earth, accompanied by all
the angels. When they entered the ter-
restrial Paradise, all the trees blossomed
forth, and the perfume wafted thence
lulled all men into slumber except Seth
alone. Then God said to Adam, as his
body lay on the ground: “If thou hadst
kept My commandment, they would
not rejoice who brought thee hither. But
I tell thee, I will turn the joy of Satan
and his consorts into sorrow, and thy
sorrow shall be turned into joy. I will
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restore thee to thy dominion, and thou
shalt sit upon the throne of thy seducer,
while he shall be damned, with those
who hearken unto him?”

HEREUPON, at the bidding of

God, the three great archangels
covered the body of Adam with linen,
and poured sweet-smelling oil upon it.
With it they interred also the body of
Abel, which had lain unburied since
Cain had slain him, for all the mur-
derer’s efforts to hide it had been in
vain. The corpse again and again sprang
forth from the earth, and a voice issued
thence, proclaiming, “No creature shall
rest in the earth until the first one of all
has returned the dust to me of which it
was formed.” The angels carried the two
bodies to Paradise, Adam’s and Abel’s—

Jacob van Rubsdael— The Jewish Cemetery

the latter had all this time been lying on
a stone on which angels had placed it—
and they buried them both on the spot
whence God had taken the dust where-
with to make Adam.
OD called unto the body of Adam,
“Adam! Adam!” and it answered,
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“Lord, here am I'” Then God said: “I
told thee once, Dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return. Now I promise
thee resurrection. I will awaken thee on
the day of judgment, when all the gener-
ations of men that spring from thy loins,
shall arise from the grave” God then
sealed up the grave, that none might do
him harm during the six days to elapse
until his rib should be restored to him
through the death of Eve.



Tae DeATH oF EVvE
HE interval between Adam’s
death and her own Eve spent
in weeping. She was dis-
tressed in particular that she
knew not what had become of Adam’s
body, for none except Seth had been
awake while the angel interred it. When
the hour of her death drew nigh, Eve
supplicated to be buried in the selfsame
spot in which the remains of her hus-
band rested. She prayed to God: “Lord
of all powers! Remove not Thy maid-
servant from the body of Adam, from
which Thou didst take me, from whose
limbs Thou didst form me. Permit
me, who am an unworthy and sinning
woman, to enter into his habitation. As
we were together in Paradise, neither

separated from the other; as together
we were tempted to transgress Thy law,
neither separated from the other, so, O
Lord, separate us not now” To the end
of her prayer she added the petition,
raising her eyes heavenward, “Lord of
the world! Receive my spirit!” and she
gave up her soul to God.

HE archangel Michael came and

taught Seth how to prepare Eve
for burial, and three angels descended
and interred her body in the grave with
Adam and Abel. Then Michael spoke
to Seth, “Thus shalt thou bury all men
that die until the resurrection day” And
again, having given him this command,
he spoke: “Longer than six days ye shall
not mourn. The repose of the seventh
day is the token of the resurrection in
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the latter day, for on the seventh day the
Lord rested from all the work which He
had created and made”
HOUGH death was brought into
the world through Adam, yet he
cannot be held responsible for the death
of men. Once on a time he said to God:
“I am not concerned about the death
of the wicked, but I should not like
the pious to reproach me and lay the
blame for their death upon me. I pray
Thee, make no mention of my guilt.
And God promised to fulfil his wish.
Therefore, when a man is about to die,
God appears to him, and bids him set

down in writing all he has done dur-
ing his life, for, He tells him, “Thou art
dying by reason of thy evil deeds” The

record finished, God orders him to seal

it with his seal. This is the writing God
will bring out on the judgment day, and
to each will be made known his deeds.
As soon as life is extinct in a man, he is
presented to Adam, whom he accuses
of having caused his death. But Adam
repudiates the charge: “I committed but
one trespass. Is there any among you,
and be he the most pious, who has not
been guilty of more than one?”
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 Man and the World

 With ten Sayings God created the world, although a
single Saying would have sufficed. God desired to make known how
severe is the punishment to be meted out to the wicked, who destroy a
world created with as many as ten Sayings, and how goodly the reward
destined for the righteous, who preserve a world created with as many
as ten Sayings.

 The world was made for man, though he was the last-comer among its
creatures. This was design. He was to find all things ready for
him. God was the host who prepared dainty dishes, set the table, and
then led His guest to his seat. At the same time man’s late appearance
on earth is to convey an admonition to humility.  Let him beware of
being proud, lest he invite the retort that the gnat is older than
he.

 The superiority of man to the other creatures is apparent in the
very manner of his creation, altogether different from theirs. He is
the only one who was created by the hand of God. The rest sprang from
the word of God. The body of man is a microcosm, the whole world in
miniature, and the world in turn is a reflex of man. The hair upon his
head corresponds to the woods of the earth, his tears to a river, his
mouth to the ocean. Also, the world resembles the ball of his eye: the
ocean that encircles the earth is like unto the white of the eye, the
dry land is the iris, Jerusalem the pupil, and the Temple the image
mirrored in the pupil of the eye. But man is more than a mere image of
this world. He unites both heavenly and earthly qualities within
himself. In four he resembles the angels, in four the beasts. His
power of speech, his discriminating intellect, his upright walk, the
glance of his eye—they all make an angel of him. But, on the
other hand, he eats and drinks, secretes the waste matter in his body,
propagates his kind, and dies, like the beast of the field.  Therefore
God said before the creation of man: “The celestials are not
propagated, but they are immortal; the beings on earth are propagated,
but they die. I will create man to be the union of the two, so that
when he sins, when he behaves like a beast, death shall overtake him;
but if he refrains from sin, he shall live forever.” God now
bade all beings in heaven and on earth contribute to the creation of
man, and He Himself took part in it. Thus they all will love man, and
if he should sin, they will be interested in his preservation.

 The whole world naturally was created for the pious, the
God-fearing man, whom Israel produces with the helpful guidance of the
law of God revealed to him. It was, therefore, Israel who was taken
into special consideration at the time man was made. All other
creatures were instructed to change their nature, if Israel should
ever need their help in the course of his history. The sea was ordered
to divide before Moses, and the heavens to give ear to the words of
the leader; the sun and the moon were bidden to stand still before
Joshua, the ravens to feed Elijah, the fire to spare the three youths
in the furnace, the lion to do no harm to Daniel, the fish to spew
forth Jonah, and the heavens to open before Ezekiel.

 In His modesty, God took counsel with the angels, before the
creation of the world, regarding His intention of making man. He said:
“For the sake of Israel, I will create the world. As I shall
make a division between light and darkness, so I will in time to come
do for Israel in Egypt—thick darkness shall be over the land,
and the children of Israel shall have light in their dwellings; as I
shall make a separation between the waters under the firmament and the
waters above the firmament, so I will do for Israel

